
                                                                         

It Takes a City 
 
1. Prologue – Another Friday Evening 
 
2. TV Song 
 
Tired, worried and can’t relax? 
Falling down beneath the cracks? 
Then fire up a video game 
And ‘happy’ is your middle name, 
And ‘happy’ is your middle name! 
 
There’s too much pressure inside your head,  
So watch the telly box instead! 
As David Attenborough knows 
Find the programme and watch the shows, 
Find the programme and watch the shows. 
 
Everything that ‘Big Brother’ sees  
Is a social media disease, 
Can’t continue down this road, 
Something really is about to explode! 
 
Bullies roaming around your school, 
Try to pretend that you are cool. 
The homework mountain topples down, 
Feeling like you’re going to drown, 
Feeling like you’re going to drown. 
 
Part 1  
Everything that ‘Big Brother’ sees  
Is a social media disease, 
Can’t continue down this road, 
Something soon is about to explode! 
 
Part 2  
Tired, worried and can’t relax? 
Falling down beneath the cracks? 
Then fire up a video game 
And ‘happy’ is your middle name, 
And ‘happy’ is your middle name! 
 
3. Argument Song  
 
Family what’s it all about, 
Oh you can’t live with them,  
You can’t live without, 
With my heart I love them all, 
But they are driving me right up the wall (x4) 

 
 

 
4. Song of the Old Country [Seated] 
 
‘Cos all of us are travellers every single day, 
We journey through our lives  
And sometimes go astray. 
So long as there is kindness 
Then we are not alone, 
Family is more than just those of us at home. 
 
5. Entr’acte 
 
6. Hopes and Dreams 
 
Family are people who care for me, 
Family support me and help me to feel free, 
And they try to go that extra mile, 
To always make me smile 
Family are happy, they make me feel good, 
And they calm my worries if I feel misunderstood, 
Family is really what we are, 
Whether they’re near or far. 
 
Choir 1: Mine come from Poland 

Choir 2: Hungary 
Choir 1: Latvia 

Choir 2: Japan 
Choir 1: Spain 

Choir 2: Colombia 
Choir 1: Netherlands 

Choir 2: Eritrea 
Choir 1: Cameroon 

Choir 2: Mallorca 
Choir 1: Panama 

Choir 2: India 
Choir 1: Ireland 

Choir 2: Zimbabwe 
Choir 1: Ghana 

All:       And Ibiza! 
 
I want to be a doctor or an engineer, 
I want to be a superhero, and not be called weird, 
I want to be a footballer or something else cool, 
That is when I leave school 
I want to make a difference,  
And peace for all time, 
I want no more pollution  
And a world with no crime, 
I want to have a mansion with a giant pool 
That is when I leave school. 
 



                                                                         
 

All of the oceans will be plastic free, 
And there’ll be no need for refugees, 
No wars or hatred, a great place  
For everyone to be! 
 
CHOIRS DIVIDE 
Part 1 All of the oceans will be plastic free, 
And there’ll be no need for refugees, 
No wars or hatred, a great place  
For everyone to be! 
All of the oceans will be plastic free, 
And there’ll be no need for refugees, 
No wars or hatred, a great place  
For everyone to be! 
 
Part 2 In fifty years the world will be  
Just one big happy community,  
Full of all the opportunities for everyone to share 
 
 
8. The Little Bird 
 
Tears that are useless for all that has gone. 
Heart full of sadness as the days go on. 
He said why don’t you fly, 
To a new land we’ll soar, 
You’ll be safe once again on a new shore. 
 
 
9. On the Ring Road 
 
(Car noises soundscape then vocal ‘Mexican wave’) 
 
On the ring road tearing round and round, 
On the ring road with your wheels on the ground, 
On the ring road feel your heart in the air, 
Oh round we go driving on the ring road (x3)  
 
CHOIRS DIVIDE 
Part 1  
On the ring road tearing round and round, 
On the ring road with your wheels on the ground, 
On the ring road feel your heart in the air, 
Oh round we go driving on the ring road. (x2) 
 
Part 2  
On the ring road tearing round 
Tearing round with your wheels on the ground 
As you feel your heart in the air 
Oh round we go driving on the ring road. (x2) 

 
 

 
 
10. While I’m Alive   
 
11. Come and Dance  
ਆਓ ਅਤ ੇਡਾਂਸ ਕਰੋ! (“come and dance”) 

ਮੇਰੇ ਨਾਲ ਸਾਮਲ ਹੋਵੋ (“join with us”) 

 
CHOIRS DIVIDE: 
Parts 1 & 2 
A’o ate dansa karo, a’o ate dansa karo, 
A’o ate dansa karo, a’o ate dansa karo,  
Mere nal samala hovo, mere nala samala hovo. 
A’o ate dansa karo, a’o ate dansa karo,  
Dansa karo, ro, ro, ro, dansa karo. (x3) 
 
CHOIRS IN CANON (2 parts each time) 
CHOIR 1 
A’o ate dansa karo, a’o ate dansa karo (x4) 
Karo….!  Dansa karo! 
 
CHOIR 2 
A’o ate dansa karo, a’o ate dansa karo (x3) 
A’o ate ro……!   Dansa karo! 
 
 
12. This is the Now 
 
This is the now, this is our time, 
This is our chance to work it out. 
This is the now, this is our time, 
This is the story of our life, 
Here in the now it’s in clear sight, 
This is the day I make a change, 
Look to the future not the past, 
This is the time to make it right. 
 
(AC Academies only) 
Ooh, my ship is blowing in the wind 
But the storm is not done, 
Oh dababa  dababa,dababa dababa , 
Dababa dababa dababa 

 
All: This is the now, this is our time, 
This is our chance to work it out. 
This is the now, this is our time, 
This is the story of our life, 
Here in the now it’s in clear sight, 
This is the day I make a change, 
Look to the future, not the past, 
This is the time to make it right. 



                                                                         
 

This is the now, this is our time, 
This is our chance to work it out. 
This is the now, this is our time, 
This is the story of our life. 
 
13. Entr’acte 
 
14. Hospital Chorus 
 
15. Finale – It Takes a City 
 
What have we learnt from our story tonight? 
When we join with one another  
And sing our songs together as one, 
Even when we fight, 
We become so much stronger  
And healthier and happier and bright. 
And though life sometimes gets us down when 
families fight, 
And though our journeys may be hard  
It’ll be all right. 
 
We sing as one united modern family, 
We sing together as one. 
We sing as one big intertwined community, 
We sing together as one. 
 
Whether we’re young or old, or big or small 
The bonds that are between us  
Are tested every single day, but it’s okay to fall, 
Just as long as you can learn  
Some lessons along the way. 
And though life sometimes gets us down when 
families fight, 
And though our journeys may be hard, 
It’ll be all right. 
 
We sing as one united modern family, 
We sing together as one. 
We sing as one big intertwined community,  
We sing together as one. 
 
Part 2  
It takes a city to raise a child, 
We build you up and we make you smile, 
We’ll help you recover right after you fall, 
And we’ll always answer whenever you call. (x5) 
(final time: And we’ll always answer…… 
whenever you call) 
 

 
 

 
Part 1  
We sing as one united modern family,  
We sing together as one. 
We sing as one big intertwined community,  
We sing together as one. (x4) 
 
All: Ah…..! 
 
 
SING  
 

Solo: Some words they can’t be spoken only sung, 
So hear a thousand voices shouting love. 
There’s a place, there’s a time in this life when you sing what 
you are feeling, find your feet, stand your ground, don’t you 
see right now the world is listening to what we say? 

CHORUS 
Sing it louder, sing it clearer,  
Knowing everyone will hear you, 
Make some noise, find your voice tonight. 
Sing it stronger, sing together,  
Make this moment last forever, 
Old and young shouting love tonight. 
 
To sing we’ve had a lifetime to wait  
And see a thousand faces celebrate  
You brought hope, you brought life,  
Conquered fear, no it wasn’t always easy, 
Stood your ground, kept your faith,  
Don’t you see right now the world is listening  
To what we say? 
 
CHORUS    
 
Some words they can’t be spoken only sung, 
To hear a thousand voices  
Shouting love and light and hope. 
 
CHOIRS DIVIDE 
Parts 2 & 3: Just sing; just sing; just sing; just sing. 
Part 1: Come on and sing it louder, sing it clearer, 
knowing everyone will hear you, 
Make some noise, find your voice tonight. 
Sing it stronger, sing together, make this 
moment last forever, 
Old and young shouting love tonight. 
 
Solo: Hear a thousand voices shouting love.  
 
 



                                                                         
 

 
 
 
THE SINGING NATION  
 
CHORUS ONLY 
 
All: We are a singing nation, 
Taifa letu tukufu (x3) 
 
And we’ll sing and celebrate that we are one. 
 
 
Translation: 
Taifa letu tukufu = Our glorious nation (Kenyan) 
Ta-eef-a-le-tu-tu-koo-foo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
AFRICA 
 
The soundscape at the beginning is a mix of hand 
rubbing, finger snapping, leg slapping and 
jumping, and is meant to imitate the sound of 
rain and a thunderstorm.  
 
Final chorus: 
 
OOOH  
(4 notes repeated – watch the conductor!) 
 
 
 
VOCAL FANFARE 
 
The words to this will be sent to you in due 
course. 
 


